
21 March
2024



MEETING AGENDA
Molonglo Valley District Library
Elisabeth Judd, Director, Judd Studio
Peta Harding, Acting Executive Branch Manager, Libraries ACT

Molonglo Development Update
Simon Tennent, Molonglo Development Director, Suburban 
Land Agency

Forum Update
Ryan Hemsley, Convenor, MVCF

MLA Address
Opportunity for MLAs to address the community

Questions and Answers Session
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Functional brief and concept co-design

Thursday 21.03.24

Molonglo Valley Library and Community Centre

Presentation to the Molonglo Valley Community Forum



5

Elisabeth Judd

JUDD.studio architecture and urban design

Introductions
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About the project

• A new library and community hub for the Molonglo
Valley town centre.

• JUDD.studio has been engaged to:

• Prepare functional design brief
o how the buildings will be used + who will be using the 

facility

o what programs / services will be offered

o what spaces will be needed

o resilient best practice design

• Aspirations – the ‘heart and soul’
o Vision

o Architecture and landscape character

o Cultural character

Functional design 

brief

Community and 

stakeholder input

Ngunnawal Cultural 

Recommendations

3 x concept 

designs

Business case 

and site selection
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The functional design brief

• Functional relationships and journey mapping
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The functional design brief

• Visioning, design character, operational and functional requirements 
(building, landscape and public realm)
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Planning for resilience  future proofing

USB 
flashdrives

Skype Facebook
Google 
maps

Youtube iphone Kindle ipad

23yrs

20yrs

19yrs

18 yrs

16 yrs

13 yrs

Dickson Library
(1969)

Canberra’s first permanent public library55yrs
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Planning for resilience

Libraries / community hubs as:

• Refuge from extreme weather (heat, cold, smoke)

• Safe place for our vulnerable citizens (showers, laundry, food)

• Welcoming place for our elders and our youth

• Accessible and equitable community resource
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About ‘the site’

• 4 stage land release over 8-10 
years

• Stage 2 Estate Development 
Plan (library / retail + 
commercial core) 

• Nov 2024 - June 2026

• Community engagement 2024

Approximate 
library location
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About 
‘the site’
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Phase 1 Phase 2 Step 3

• Desktop research

• Staff engagement

• Community presentations

• YourSay

• Group drop-ins

• 1 on 1 discussions

• Student and young people

• Library tours

• Community pop-ups

• Concept designs x 3

• Preferred concept design

• Listening report

• Functional design brief

The co-design program  engagement to concept

Consider 

‘what we’ve 

heard’
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Phase 1 discovery and research (Jan - March)

Review Imagining 2030

Precedent review

Site analysis

Cultural context
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Phase 1 engagement + co-design (March - May)

Library staff – working group and survey

Visitors and library users

Traditional Custodians

Molonglo community

Canberra public
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Case studies
Woden Library refurbishment

Green Square Library & Plaza

Marrickville Library

PHIVE Parramatta Library

Liverpool Public Library (Yellamundie Library)

State Library of Victoria

Newcastle Digital Library

Warrnambool Library and Learning Centre

Surry Hills Library and Community Centre

Library at the Dock

Oslo Public Library (Deichman Library)

University of Birmingham Main Library

Dokk1 Aarhus Main Library, Denmark

Oodi Central Library in Helsinki, Finland

DLR Lexicon Library in Dublin, Ireland
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• 'Not just’ about book collections

• Important spaces for social 

connection

• A place for people to gather and 

share knowledge

• Embracing use of technology and 

interactive learning 

• Reduction in energy use / ESD 

principles

• Blurred boundaries between indoor 

and outdoor spaces

• Demonstration of local indigenous 

culture

• Embracing multicultural context

• Flexible spaces which adapt 

dependent on demand

• Range of functionality across 

multiple levels

• Open spaces to accommodate 

various groups sizes

• Informal and formal learning spaces

• inclusion of public facilities (cafes, 

theatre, exhibitions)

• Active versus passive uses / quiet 

versus ‘noisy’

• ‘Living room’ spaces

• Accessible to everyone

• Creates new public space

Case studies
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how to get involved



19

YourSay opening soon

• Fill out a survey

• Leave a comment or post your ideas online

• Visit us at a pop up (dates will be posted on YourSay)

• Visit the library and leave your feedback
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Discussion and questions your perspectives

?  Key issues for Molonglo Valley residents

?  Site considerations where are the opportunities and what are the 

challenges

?  What facilities are you looking for
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Thank you



Questions?



MOLONGLO
DEVELOPMENT
UPDATE



We wish to acknowledge the Ngunnawal people as traditional custodians of the land we are meeting on and recognise any other people or families with connection to the lands of the 
ACT and region. We wish to acknowledge and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the life of this city and this region. We would also like to acknowledge 
and welcome other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who may be attending today’s event.
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Creating great places where communities thrive

2024 Molonglo Valley Community Forum

Current Status and Future Development Program

Simon Tennent, Molonglo Development Director, SLA

21 March 2024
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Today’s agenda 

1. Current Development Status
• 16,000 residents across 4 of 8 suburbs

2. Active Development Projects
• Whitlam – The Final Stages

• Enabling Infrastructure Projects

3. Imminent Development Projects
• Deep Creek Dam

• Whitlam Local Centre

• Coombs and Wright Village

• Coombs Community Centre

• John Gorton Drive Intersections

4. Future Development Projects
• Molonglo Group Centre and Surrounds
• Molonglo 3 – The Final 3 Suburbs



Suburban Land Agency

• Statutory authority under the City 
Renewal Authority and Suburban Land 
Agency Act 2017 (CRASLA Act).

• Report to Minister

• Independent Board (Seven people)

• The land outside the city renewal 
precinct, as governed by the Indicative 
Land Release Program (ILRP).

• On average enough land for 3,000 –
4,000 new dwellings per year. 



Creating great places 
where communities thrive



Current Development Status



Molonglo Valley
2004
Population: 0



Molonglo Valley
2014
Population: 1,383

Coombs

Wright



Molonglo Valley
2023
Population: 16,000

Whitlam

Denman Prospect Coombs

Wright



Molonglo Valley
Future Suburbs and 
Major Roads

Suburb 7

Suburb 8

Suburb 6

Molonglo 
Town 

Centre

East West Arterial

Bindubi Street Extension



Active Development Projects
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Whitlam
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Whitlam – The Final Stages

• Whitlam Local Centre DA Approval – 19 March 2024
• Whitlam Local Centre Sale Process – April to July 2024

• Deep Creek Dam Approval – June 2024
• Deep Creek Dam Construction – September 2024 to 

September 2026

• Stage 4A Construction – April 2024 to September 2025
• Stage 4B Construction – May 2026 to August 2027
• Stage 4 Sales Events – May 2024 and July 2025

• Whitlam School Opening – February 2026
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132KV Powerline Relocation
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Molonglo Valley Interceptor Sewer Upgrades



Imminent Development Projects
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Whitlam’s Deep Creek Dam
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Whitlam Local Centre
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Coombs and Wright Village
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Coombs Community Centre
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John Gorton Drive Intersections



Future Development Projects



45Suburban Land Agency | Creating great places where communities thrive



46Suburban Land Agency | Creating great places where communities thrive

Molonglo Group/Town Centre

Indicative Layout – Subject to change
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Delivery Strategy
Early Works Package – John Gorton Drive Intersections
• Design and Approval – February 2022 to June 2024
• Construction – June 2024 to March 2025

Stage One
SDP 1
• RFT, Design and Approval – March 2024 to June 2025
• Land Release – June 2025 to June 2026
• Estate Construction (Civil and Landscape) – September 

2025 to Feb 2027
SDP 2
• RFT, Design and Approval – March 2024 to August 

2026
• Land Release – April 2027 to June 2030
• Estate Construction (Civil and Landscape) – April 2027 

to September 2028

Stage Two
• RFT, Design and Approval – January 2027 to December 

2028
• Land Release – May 2029 to June 2033
• Estate Construction (Civil and Landscape) – May 2029 

to February 2031
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Molonglo 3 – The Final 3 Suburbs



Creating great places where communities thrive

Thank you



Questions?



UPDATE



MOLONGLO TOWN CENTRE
“The ACT Government is now 
commencing work to develop a 
case to the National Capital 
Authority to change the National 
Capital Plan and recognise 
Molonglo as a Town Centre. 
Following this we will also develop 
a similar amendment to our own 
Territory Plan.”

ACT Minister for Planning, Chris 
Steel MLA, 26 February 2024

For more information, visit:
www.planning.act.gov.au/projects-priorities/investigations-to-transition-molonglo-group-centre-to-a-town-centre

https://www.planning.act.gov.au/projects-priorities/investigations-to-transition-molonglo-group-centre-to-a-town-centre


MOLONGLO RIVER BRIDGE
• Construction now underway

• Completion due in December 
2025

For more information, visit:
www.cityservices.act.gov.au/Infrast
ructure-Projects/woden-weston-
creek-and-molonglo/bridge-over-
molonglo-river

http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/Infrastructure-Projects/woden-weston-creek-and-molonglo/bridge-over-molonglo-river
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/Infrastructure-Projects/woden-weston-creek-and-molonglo/bridge-over-molonglo-river
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/Infrastructure-Projects/woden-weston-creek-and-molonglo/bridge-over-molonglo-river
http://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/Infrastructure-Projects/woden-weston-creek-and-molonglo/bridge-over-molonglo-river


COOMBS PENINSULA
“I have also listened to the views of the 
community about Coombs Peninsula, 
and have sought advice about how 
this could be incorporated in the 
Molonglo River Nature Reserve, or as 
public open space.”

ACT Minister for Planning, Chris Steel 
MLA, 28 February 2024



Questions?



THANK YOU
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