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MEETING
Young people of the Molonglo Valley helped convene the monthly 
Molonglo Valley Community Forum (MVCF) meeting on Thursday 17 June 
2021. Students from Year 6 Charles Weston School Coombs chaired the 
meeting.

All community members were invited to attend and share ideas on 
making the Molonglo Valley better for young people of all ages. The 
attendees participated in a small group activity. 

The activity's objective was to inform the Forum and the community of 
any opportunities, improvements, or ideas regarding community, 
liveability and accessibility for young people living in the Molonglo Valley.



ACTIVITY
Community members were split across five tables led by Year 6 students. They 
discussed focussing questions and wrote down ideas and suggestions. 

On each table was a large sheet of paper with the priorities for the Forum, maps and 
focussing questions (see below). 

1. Do you know what areas the Molonglo Valley district covers?
2. What do you like about living in the Molonglo Valley?
3. Do you travel outside of the Molonglo Valley? What reasons do you travel for? E.g. sport, 

shopping or recreation
4. What is missing from the Molonglo Valley?
5. How can we make the Molonglo Valley better for young people? Consider the MVCF 

priorities 
6. What ideas, opportunities and concerns are there amongst the young people of the 

Molonglo Valley?





ACTIVITY



IDEAS
From the activity, the ideas opportunities 
and solutions have been grouped into:
• Community 
• Liveability 
• Accessibility



COMMUNITY
The need for social connection was deemed as vitally important amongst the students and 
community members. The need for community spaces was discussed and seen as vital to 
enable social connection to occur. 

Community space ideas include:
• Hall / community centre 
• Outdoor amphitheatre / festival space / markets space
• Arts and cultural centre 
• Community gardens / green spaces and pauses
• Youth centre 
• Retail and recreational spaces where people can meet
• Spaces for religious groups to meet



COMMUNITY
Education was a priority, with a college for students in Year 11 and 12 seen as a gap.

A public library and learning were of concern to community members. Specifically, the 
community felts the gaps were:  
• Library
• Makers spaces
• Access to tutors

Outdoor/indoor sports facilities and amenities were discussed as an opportunity for 
improvement. Community members discussed the need for:
• Sports facilities and ovals / sports centre / sports courts 
• Parks for teenagers / skate park 
• Water fountains / public toilets / splash park / dog park



COMMUNITY
Safety was also discussed with the need for a police station identified.

Health services and residences for ageing were identified as areas of improvement within 
the district. The community expressed a need for:
• Retirement centre and residences
• Walk-in centre / health services



LIVEABILITY
With the unique positioning of the Molonglo Valley along the river corridor and the 
proximity to Mount Stromlo, the community identified the importance of the environment. 
Maintaining the environment and planting trees was highlighted amongst many 
groups. 

Community members wanted:
• More trees planted
• Improved maintenance of parks and nature
• Better access to the river 
• Dog park (keep the river safe, as no dogs allowed)
• Public bins



LIVEABILITY
Retail, hospitality, commercial and recreational amenities were identified as 
missing from the Molonglo Valley. 

Ideas were:
• Shops / supermarket / bakery / clothing stores
• Movie theatre / arcade / bowling 
• Post Office
• Restaurants / cafes
• Commercial and office spaces
• Recreational spaces, e.g. dance studio, martial arts, music lessons, yoga classes



ACCESSIBILITY
With many schools, activities and services for youth located outside of the 
Molonglo Valley, it was identified that the district needs adequate transport 
services. 

Community members requested:
• Completion and maintenance of bikes paths and roads 
• Improved bus network to the City, Woden and Belconnen
• Less traffic congestion through an improved road network
• Access to parcel collection (AusPost)



NEXT STEPS
The MVCF will provide a copy of this document to the Members for Murrumbidgee.

Many of the identified concerns and ideas are already being addressed by the 
MVCF in its current priorities. 

We will use this input to assist with our advocacy and in discussions with the ACT 
Government on how to preserve and improve the social, cultural, economic and 
environmental wellbeing of the Molonglo Valley and its community.



ACTIVITY
DOCUMENTS
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